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This recently unearthed tomb is said to be from 2 millennia ago and has been found in the 
municipality of Giugliano in Campania, near Naples 
 

 
This ancient relic has been found near Naples Shutterstock 

In the sun-soaked municipality of Giugliano in Campania, Italy, a remarkable archaeological 
discovery has revealed a 2,000-year-old tomb that had remained concealed for centuries. This 
astonishing relic of antiquity has emerged from the earth nearly unscathed, offering a unique 
glimpse into the past. Unveiled during archaeological surveys conducted in preparation for modern 
construction projects, this ancient relic near Naples stands as a testament to the enduring power of 
history. 

A Tomb Steeped In Legend 

 

As archaeologists ventured into this subterranean sanctuary, they encountered a beautiful display of 
frescoes adorning the tomb's walls. These vivid murals tell a tale of ancient mythology, drawing 
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inspiration from the rich tapestry of Greek legends. Among these scenes, one captures the essence 
of the mythological beast Cerberus—the infamous three-headed dog guarding the gates of the 
underworld in Greek mythology. This unearthed treasure has fittingly earned its appellation as the 
"Tomb of Cerberus." The featured painting narrates the epic journey of Hercules into the depths of 
Hades, where he bravely captures the relentless guardian of the underworld. 

 
Frescoes have been found inside the tomb. This picture is for representation onlyShutterstock 

 

Beyond this, the tomb's walls are adorned with further frescoes that breathe life into other Greek 
mythological narratives. Among these, ichthyocentaurs, mythical creatures with human upper 
bodies, equine lower bodies, and fish-like tails, take centre stage. In one painting, two of these 
fantastical beings stand face to face, united by a shared purpose as they clasp a shield. Nearby, a 
cupid-like figure adds another layer of intrigue to the scene, further immersing us in the world of 
ancient legends. 

Unveiling A Forgotten Legacy 

 

The discovery of this exceptionally preserved tomb has evoked profound emotions within the 
archaeological community and enthusiasts of history alike. It is a testament to their tireless efforts 
to protect and preserve Italy's invaluable historical treasures. 

The statement from the superintendent of archaeology, fine arts, and landscape underscores the 
emergence of the Giugliano region from years of relative obscurity as it begins to reveal significant 
remnants of its illustrious past. These treasures, once shrouded in mystery, are now illuminated and 
shielded from the relentless march of time through collective preservation efforts. 
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To shed light on its historical significance and purpose, archaeologists will continue their 
excavationsShutterstock 

Unveiling Ancient Burial Customs 

 

In the age of antiquity, grandeur often accompanied burial practices, particularly for individuals of 
high social standing. They were commonly interred in opulent multi-chambered tombs adorned 
with exquisite decorations and an array of precious objects. The identity of the enigmatic occupant 
of the unearthed tomb remains a riddle. To shed light on its historical significance and purpose, 
archaeologists will continue their excavations, plunging deeper into the mysteries of the past. 

A Shared Heritage of Greek Mythology 

 

The mural scenes depicted in this tomb unveil the profound influence of Greek mythology on 
ancient Roman culture. Nearly two millennia ago, when the worship of Greek gods was widespread, 
art and various artefacts frequently drew inspiration from these deities and the surrounding tapestry 
of myth and legend. This discovery transcends time, offering us a bridge to an era when these 
legends loomed large in the collective imagination of the ancient world. As this tomb resurfaces 
from the depths of history, it reminds us of the enduring power of stories that once captivated the 
hearts and minds of generations past. 


