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In a captivating archaeological discovery, the "Tomb of Cerberus" located in Giugliano, Naples has revealed a 

remarkably preserved 2,000-year-old mummy, thrilling historians and scientists alike. This significant find, 

unearthed following careful examinations, provides a vivid glimpse into ancient burial practices that once 

flourished in the region. 

The Tomb of Cerberus was uncovered in October 2023, but discussions and investigations surrounding its 

contents have since led to the opening of one of its two sealed sarcophagi. The stone coffin, which had 

been enshrined for over two millennia, yielded a body wrapped in a shroud, lying supine – a position that 

highlights the meticulous care given to the deceased. Dr. Simona Formola, leading the research team, 

remarked on the fantastic state of preservation they encountered, attributing it partly to the unique climatic 

conditions inside the burial chamber, which has likely facilitated the mineralization of the shroud, adding an 

extra layer of intrigue to this historical narrative. 

Adding intrigue, the tomb contained various grave goods alongside the body, such as unguentaria (small oil 

and perfume bottles) and strigils (tools used for scrubbing the skin). These artifacts not only showcase the 

social practices of the time but also provide insight into funerary rites, hinting that the interred might have 

been an esteemed individual, possibly an ancestral figure to the family for whom the mausoleum was 

constructed. 

Mariano Nuzzo, a superintendent from the Italian Ministry of Culture, emphasized the tomb's capacity to 

expand understanding of the Phlegraean Fields and said, "The Tomb of Cerberus continues to provide 

valuable information about the Phlegraean area near Liternum, expanding knowledge of the past, and 

offering opportunities for research of a multidisciplinary nature." This point speaks to the tomb's 

importance as a key to unlocking more profound insights into ancient customs and ways of life. 



Scientists have employed a multi-faceted approach to uncover the tomb's secrets, utilizing advanced 

techniques to analyze various samples. Among these efforts, textile analysis conducted by Professor 

Margarita Gleba of the University of Padua aims to decode the shroud's weaving structure and the intricate 

details of the fibers used, shedding light on the textile technology of the era. 

Additionally, intriguing findings related to the preservation techniques used in ancient funerals have 

emerged. Pollen analysis suggests that creams derived from chenopodium (goosefoot) and absinthe were 

likely utilized to prepare the body for burial, underscoring the sophisticated embalming practices of ancient 

cultures. This research leads archaeobotanists, such as Monica Stanzione, to make fascinating connections 

between the plant materials used and the preservation of the body. 

As if this wasn't enough to whet the appetite of avid historians, the results of ongoing DNA analyses 

promise to provide yet more information about the individual interred in the sarcophagus and potentially 

the genetic characteristics shared by the inhabitants of this area two millennia ago. 

The broader context of the discovery is equally noteworthy. The Phlegraean Fields, where the tomb was 

found, are well-known for their rich array of archaeological sites dating back to ancient Rome and even 

earlier. Insights gleaned from the tomb not only enhance our knowledge of the Phlegraean territory but 

also set the stage for further explorations into related sites, potentially leading to a more comprehensive 

understanding of burial customs and societal structures during that time. 

Across Italy, the culture of mummification and preservation extends ancient practices into the modern era, 

as evidenced by famous sites like the Capuchin Catacombs in Palermo. Researchers are now looking at the 

broader implications of their findings, considering how they can inform our knowledge about health, diet, 

and societal roles in historical contexts. 

As the excitement surrounding the Tomb of Cerberus grows, the archaeological community eagerly 

anticipates further revelations from continued excavations. These findings promise to benefit not just local 

Italian heritage but also enrich the global narrative surrounding ancient civilizations. 

The discovery of the Tomb of Cerberus ties together complex threads of science, history, and culture, 

illustrating the invaluable lessons that modern generations can gain from ancient practices. Through these 

interdisciplinary investigations, researchers are unlocking the secrets that lay hidden for centuries and 

bringing illuminating details to life for future study. 

LINK VIDEO 

https://youtu.be/71BbU_8H0EE?si=2XjOOf_Vuh-eippX

